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our hopes and priorities 2016-2018We Marists....

Whenever we look to Mary, we come 
to believe in the revolutionary nature 
of love and tenderness.
Pope Francis Evangelii Gaudium, 288

THE PROMISE OF FOURVIERE
Reader 1:  
'As we commemorate the promise of Fourvière this year, we too 
can renew our heartfelt commitment to be the Marian face of the 
Church, promoting communities that are open and vibrant, deeply 
Samaritan in nature, taking up the invitation in this Jubilee year to 
be merciful as the Father is merciful.'

Response: we say together
The world needs people who show the Samaritan nature, who act 
with mercy first. 
Lord help us to be people of mercy.



COMMUNION
Reader 2: 
'The dream of communion is written into each person’s 
genetic make-up. In every human heart, there exists a 
spark of goodness, an enormous desire for unity and 
universal brotherhood. Fourvière is the symbol of the 
Marist dream. It connects us to our origins and helps 
us feel that we are in communion with other visionary 
projects that, like us, seek a world of peace and harmony. 
Ours is a communion in which diversity and unity are 
not opposed, but are rather a condition for their mutual 
existence.'

Response: we say together
The world needs people capable of dreaming with their 

eyes open, people who can awaken the slumbering energy 
around them. 

Lord help us to be the dreamers.

COMMUNITY
Reader 3:
‘The kingdom of God, then, represents the alternative 
to the unjust society: it proclaims hope of a new life, 
affirms the possibility of change, gives shape to the ideal. 
For this reason, it constitutes the best news that can be 
announced to humanity...but for Jesus this is not simply 
a utopian theory. That is why the first thing he does after 
announcing the nearness of the kingdom of God, is to 
establish a community. His community must become the 
seed of a new humanity.' 

Response: we say together

The world needs people who aspire to a just world, who 
believe in the possibility of change.

Lord help us sow seeds for a new humanity.

Extracts from Fourvière: 
The Revolution of Tenderness.   A letter from the 
Superior General, Br Emili Turu - 6th June 2016   

The normal way 
of living Christian 
faith, then, is to do 
so in community. 
The communitarian 
dimension is not 
just  a “frame”, 
an “outline”, but 
an integral part 
of Christian life, 
of witness and of 
evangelization. 
(Pope Francis, audience of      

15-01-2014)



THE CHALLENGE
Reader 4:

'If we wish to follow Jesus, we are invited to do so in 
community. The Lord says to us, as he did to the first 
disciples: Come, follow me (Mark 1:17). More than a 

demand of our faith or a heavy burden, it is a wonderful 
gift that is given to us and one for which we should be 

extremely grateful. The best way to demonstrate that 
Jesus’ plan to transform the world and create a new 

human community was not just a pipe dream, is by means 
of a group – a Christian community – that shows that it is 

already possible to make the dream a reality: See how they 
love one another.'

Response: we say together
The world needs people who are willing to deepen their 
relationship with each other.
Lord help us to be community builders.

 

VOCATION
Reader 5: 

'Pope Francis in Evangelii Gaudium (120) tells us that 
every Christian is a missionary to the extent that he or she 

has encountered the love of God in Christ Jesus...it is a 
response to a call from the Lord. We are called to live our 

Christian life either as a religious or as a lay person, and we 
respond to that call. And that’s it!'

Response: we say together
May we continue to come to know God, our deepest 
yearning, and say yes...
Lord help us discover our vocation; to be people of faith 
and action.

And Pope John Paul II, in his Apostolic Exhortation Vita Consecrata (1996), published 
after the Synod on the Consecrated Life, spoke of a new period:

'In recent years, one of the fruits of the teaching on the Church as communion has been the growing 
awareness that her members can and must unite their efforts, with a view to cooperation and exchange 
of gifts, in order to participate more effectively in the Church’s mission. 

Today, often as a result of new situations, many Institutes have come to the conclusion that their 
charism can be shared with the laity. The laity are, therefore, invited to share more intensely in the 
spirituality and mission of these Institutes. We may say that, in the light of certain historical experiences 
such as those of the Secular or Third Orders, a new chapter, rich in hope, has begun in the history of 
relations between consecrated persons and the laity. (54)

If in 1996 Pope John Paul II was speaking of the beginning of a new chapter in relations between 
consecrated people and the laity, the present Pope, some 20 years later, is now speaking about facts. We 
have moved from the conviction that the charism can be shared with the laity to a recognition that we 
form the same charismatic family. 



CLOSING PRAYER

Dear Lord,

We gather here today committing ourselves to your dream

in which each person can develop as sons and daughters 

of God.

Awaken us so we can bring forth the kingdom of God,

that proclaims hope for new life,

affirms the possibility of change

and gives shape to the ideal. 

May we continue to live your mission                             

with Marcellin Champagnat as our inspiration,

and Mary our Good Mother as our guide.

We embrace our growing Marist family and set our gaze to 

the horizon.

We move forward with the gift of discipleship and heed 

your call to “come follow me”.

Amen.


