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Dear Marists

Brother Emili Turú, the Superior General, spent last 
week in Australia. He, the Vicar General, Br Joe McKee, 
and other members of his Council were here for what is 
called an Extended General Council Meeting: that is, a 
gathering of the General Council with the Leaders of the 
Marist Region, in this case Oceania – comprising Australia, 
Melanesia and the Pacific. I was present in my capacity as 
Provincial and Leader of our Association.

In his words, Brother Emili was very affirming of our 
Association – which is not surprising, since he and 
the General Council are its sponsors and have been 
responsible for presenting the official petition for the 
establishment of the Association to the Vatican. Brother 
Emili encouraged us, despite the delay in formal Vatican 
authorisation, to energetically continue our core task: 
to create a strong and vibrant Marist association, which 
gives people, irrespective of their primary vocational 
commitment, a means of expressing their commitment 
to the Marist way of being Christian disciples.  

Last Friday a group of Young Marists from various parts of 
Australia, spent considerable time with the Leaders. They 
shared their hopes and satisfactions, and encouraged 
us by their presence and energy to work for vitality in 
the Marist Mission in our Region. Brother Emili spoke to 
them about the 2017 Bicentenary and about next year’s 
General Chapter, a gathering held only every eight years 
which sets directions for the Institute.

Brother Emili’s letter, convoking the Chapter, was released 
last month and announced that the theme of the Chapter 
is to be: A New Lavalla. He has addressed the letter to 
Marists of Champagnat, and invites us all to participate in 
the process of discernment which he hopes will assist us 
to prepare for this significant event. This will be an issue 

we can take up in our local groups and communities.

The Chapter will be an international highlight of the 
Bicentenary year. However, there are many other activities 
that have been planned locally. Some of these have 
already been announced in various forums – notably the 
MSA Newsletter. A summary is attached here. More will 
be said in the near future.

During the gathering Br Emili spoke of communion and 
community as the ‘alchemy of belonging’, and challenged 
us with the question: “what are we collectively able to 
create?”  It is a good question for us to ponder at this 
particular juncture in the history of our Association.

With blessings for the month ahead, 
Br Peter Carrol l

The Young Marist group visits the Extended General Council 
meeting on 14 October.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByaU8iE-umZ3bkFXNVlvdDRla2M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByaU8iE-umZ3a3NmRHhLU1pMckU/view?usp=sharing
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STRENGTHANDFLEXIBILITY
JOE MCCARTHY | DEPUTY LEADER, MARIST ASSOCIATION

Strength and flexibility. 

With memories of the Rio Olympics still burning 
strongly, the combination of these two qualities 
conjures images of rising water polo players, 
tumbling gymnasts, and surging rowers. Farmers 
admire it in high tensile wire - the answer to anything 
that falls off or falls over! Bushwalkers might well 
associate strength and flexibility with tall eucalypts, 
particularly on days when strong winds blow.

The context I recently heard these two qualities paired 
together, strength and flexibility, was that which is 
needed by congregations and other structures in 
the Church to fully embrace change and renewal. 
More particularly, it was the Superior General of the 
Marist Brothers, Br Emil Turú, who used it in relation 
to what we Marists need as we are led to fresh ways 
of expressing and growing Marist life and mission 
into the future. Strength in remaining people of faith 
and hope, committed to serving the lives of young 
people who face disadvantage, and unwavering in 
our desire to draw from the richness of the Gospel 
and the life of Jesus for all that we do. Flexibility in 
remaining open to the new whispers of the Spirit, 
open to change and renewal, and not restricted by 
the way things have been done in the past. 

The audience for Br Emili’s address were fifty people 
who serve on Commissions for Marist laity from all 
parts of the world. They had been called together at 
L’Hermitage, France, from 3-8 October, to complete 

a process that had been seeded more than 18 months 
ago. It was the culmination for all that had taken 
place in people’s country of origin and regions of 
the Institute. Many documents, questions, tasks and 
feedback had been shared online before the physical 
meeting took place on the ground where Marcellin 
and the early Marist Brothers grew their dream.

Br Emili distributed a small piece of bamboo to 
each participant gathered. Bamboo is known for its 
strength and flexibility, and will remain a symbol for 
the work ahead as Marists across the world discover 
the most effective ways to grow life and mission into 
the future. Br Emili made it very clear that first and 
foremost, we Marists are about mission. However, 
he also emphasised that developing and growing 
community is critical as we sustain and support each 
other in prayer and action, just like Marcellin and the 
early Brothers. We need to find sustainable and vibrant 
structures for communion to be lived going forward. 
As Br Emili remarked, “the presence and commitment 
of the laity in the Institute is irreversible.”

Jesus demonstrated strength and flexibility as he 
encountered people in first century Palestine, being 
and proclaiming the message of an all-loving, merciful 
God. Today, as people of the faith community, our 
challenge is to amplify that same message and to 
embrace with hope and joy the challenges it presents 
in contemporary life. We do so as Marists in the 
Church…with strength and flexibility.

The Australian contingent who 
attended the Laity Commissions 
Meeting, visiting La Valla. This 
group represented their Marist 
friends from other parts of 
Oceania who were unable to 

attend.

L-R: Br Tony Leon, Joe McCarthy, 
Kate Fogarty, Elizabeth Falconer 
and Anthony Clarke.
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The Marist Association is currently broken down into 18 Regions across Australia. Every attempt has been 
made for people connected to these Regions to meet twice a year – once in May, and again in October / 
November.

Currently these Regional Gatherings are taking place across Australia. For some Regions there still remains 
real challenges in coming together, particularly when a Region straddles multiple local communities. However, 
we are learning much as we go, and trying to modify and improve structures to suit the rhythm and needs of 
members of the Association.

The Regional Gatherings are providing a forum for two important moments:

1. Public acknowledgment of new members to the Association 
(all those people who have completed their application process since May 2016).

2. Association Council communication to members: “One Year On”
(Short video that covers the developments and progress of the Marist Association - people and ministries - in light of 
the hopes and priorities identified in the ‘We Marists’ document).

REGION DATE TIME VENUE COUNCIL

Sunshine Coast-
Murgon

FRI 07 OCT 3.30-5.30pm St Thomas More School, 
Sunshine Beach QLD

Cate Sydes

Tropical North 
QLD

TUE 11 OCT 5.00pm into the evening 
meal (7.15pm)

Good Council College, 
Innisfail

No availability

Brisbane MON 17 OCT 5.30-7.00pm Marist Centre Brisbane 
(Ashgrove)

Joe McCarthy

Adelaide TUE 18 OCT TBC Sacred Heart College Kate Fogarty

Northern Victoria TUE 18 OCT 5.30pm Shepparton Erica Pegorer

PLANNED

REGION DATE TIME VENUE COUNCIL

Canberra WED 02 NOV 4.30pm Marist College Canberra Br David Hall

Gippsland MON 07 NOV TBC Marist-Sion College, 
Warragul

Erica Pegorer

Western Australia WED 09 NOV TBC St Joseph’s Church, Subiaco Joe McCarthy

Melbourne SUN 20 NOV 4.00pm for a 4.15pm start Marist Centre Melbourne Br Peter Carroll

Macarthur TUE 29 NOV 4.00-6.00pm John Therry Catholic High 
School

Anthony Clarke

Forbes-Riverina WED 30 NOV 4.30pm followed by meal Brothers’ Community, 
College Road Forbes

Anthony Clarke

REGIONS YET TO BE CONFIRMED/DETERMINED:
Central Australia (first 2 weeks of Term 4); Emerald; Casino-Lismore; Eastern Sydney; Hunter Valley; North Western 
Sydney.

marist association

regional gatherings
OCTOBER 2016  |  NOVEMBER 2016

HAVE TAKEN PLACE
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All members of the Marist Association are welcome at our Christmas Gathering events, which are simple twilight gatherings.  
This year we will feature a new video on Marist work in Timor-Leste, produced by Francesca Rizzoli of SBS.  If you can join us, please 
RSVP as indicated for each city below.

CITY DATE TIME LOCATION RSVP

BRISBANE 07 NOV 5.30-7.00pm Marist Centre Brisbane helen.quirk@marists.org.au

SYDNEY 14 NOV 5.30-7.00pm Marist Brothers Monastery
La Valla Meeting Room

54 Hillview Road, Eastwood

min.dixon@marists.org.au

MELBOURNE 20 NOV 5.30-7.00pm Marist Centre Melbourne grace.johnstone@marists.org.au

ADELAIDE 05 DEC 5.30-7.00pm St Paul’s Food & Technology 
Centre, Sacred Heart College

juliehext@shc.sa.edu.au

www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au Brother Allen Sherry | CEO

CHRISTMAS GATHERINGS 2016

AUSTRALIAN
MARIST 

SOLIDARITY

announcement
new msa regional director, sydney

marist schools australia

On 10 October 2016, Brother Michael Green, National Director of 
Marist Schools Australia, announced the appointment of JOHN KYLE-
ROBINSON as the next MSA Director for the Sydney Region.  John 
will take up his appointment at the start of the 2017 academic year, 
succeeding Frank Malloy who will be moving into the role of MSA 
National Director at that time.

We welcome and congratulation John on this significant appointment.

Click here to view the whole announcement.

http://www.australianmaristsolidarity.net.au
https://www.facebook.com/MaristSolidarity/
https://twitter.com/mapsaus
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByaU8iE-umZ3cG1PN0JaNlhWZGc/view?usp=sharing
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LETTER FROM ALEPPO BLUES
Click on the image below to read the full letter which was featured in the Marist News on 23 September 2016.

DECEASED

TIM MAHON | brother of Br John Mahon | RIP 24.09.16

SHEILA WILLS | mother of Br Chris Wills | RIP 29.09.16

SR MARY MURRAY smsm | RIP 05.10.16

MILES BURNS | brother of Br Gerry Burns | RIP 09.10.16

STAN DAUNT | father of Helen Quirk | RIP 11.10.16

SR PATRICIA STOWERS smsm | former Superior General of Marist Missionary Sisters | RIP 13.10.16

ANDREW DRUMMOND | brother-in-law of Br Robert O’Connor | RIP 13.10.16

Let us pray

Marist Brothers - General House - Rome442

www.champagnat.org

Year IX - Number 442 | 23 September 2016

Marist News

revolt aNd CoMpassioN: letter froM aleppo No 27

The truce negotiated between the Russians and the Amer-
icans took effect 5 days ago. So far, it is overall respected. 
The Aleppins Muslims were able to celebrate the Eid Al 
Adha (the holiday of the sacrifice) in the streets and public 
gardens without fearing the mortars and gas canisters full 
of nails and explosives that the rebels have been launch-
ing on Aleppo for the past four years and two months mak-
ing many victims every day. 

So far, there has been no carnage as what happened 70 
days ago during the Fitr Holiday, when mortars launched 
onto civilian’s neighborhoods, onto streets full of cele-
brating families, killing dozens of people, mostly children. 
But the Aleppins are on the guard; they are skeptical about 
the long term compliance with the truce, as it does not 
include the two groups recognized by the international 
community as terrorists, Daesh (ISIS) and Al Nosra Front.

Recently, the situation became very complicated. Now, 
there is an internationalization of the conflict on the 
ground. On one hand, Turkey, who for years supported 
the terrorists by letting them pass through its borders and 
arming them, became a main actor on the ground. 

In fact, its army went into Syria (without the permission of 
Syria, which is a sovereign country and a founding mem-
ber of the United Nations) to supposedly fight Daesh but 
mainly to fight the Kurdish militias, which control many cit-
ies and villages on the Syrian border side south of Turkey. 

But those militias are supported, advised and armed by 
the Americans who are, in theory, Turkey's allies, what a 
mess.

On the other hand, the Americans admitted to have a base 
in Syria with members of Special Forces close to Hassake, 
in east Syria. Finally, no one is talking about resuming the 
negotiations and the stalemate continues.

Aleppo, our city still suffers. The western media made of 
it the front page of the conflict. The Aleppins would have 
preferred not to have that reputation.

They have been suffering for more than four years and 
can't wait for this nightmare to be over. They are revolted 
when the media only covers the suffering of the civilians 
of the few neighborhoods of east Aleppo controlled by the 
rebels and terrorists, which has 250,000 inhabitants. The 
sufferings of the million and a half of the Aleppins of west 
Aleppo are happening in silence. 

They are revolted by the dozens of mortars, missiles and 
gas canisters that fall everyday on Aleppo's civilians’ 
neighborhoods without anyone protesting. They are re-
volted by the complete power outage since a long time, 
as the power stations are on the rebels’ side. They are re-
volted by the complete shut off of the water during the 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByaU8iE-umZ3NWZCRTJRdUNzWmc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByaU8iE-umZ3NWZCRTJRdUNzWmc/view?usp=sharing


Coffee with a local coordinatorMorag Hyslop
MARIST COLLEGE EMERALD | QLD

Marist Spirituality //

How did you first get involved with 
the Marists?
I grew up in a Marist parish at Gladstone 
in Queensland. We had Marist Sisters 
in the primary school, Marist Brothers 
in the secondary school and Marist 
Fathers in the parish. Then, after my 
first year of teaching in Queensland, I 
spent three years teaching at Marcellin 
College Randwick.

Is there an experience or event you 
have had in your journey as a Marist 
that stands out?
Being a member of the staff of Marist 
College Emerald and being welcomed 
into the Brothers’ home – they had a 
great sense of hospitality and many 
evenings were spent talking and 
laughing and solving the problems of 
the world.

What has surprised you most 
about working within the Marist 
organisation?
I don’t think that anything really 
surprises me – I have always felt at 
home here.

For you, what is one important value 
of being Marist?
I value the family spirit and in particular, 
the way that this is embodied in our 
staff community.

The Association  //

Who or what encouraged you to join 
the Marist Association? 
As I said earlier, I have always felt at 
home with the Marist charism and the 
approach to educating young people. 
I guess I was hoping to find in the 
Marist Association, a group of like-
minded women and men who are able 
to support each other and maintain a 
sense of the Marist charism within our 
community.

What do you wish people knew about 
the Marist Association?
See above.

What are people in the Association 
doing in your local area to build 
community with each other?
Meals together and time to talk and 
pray together. Next year we plan on 
starting a more structured program.

Interest in joining the Marist 
Association seems to be growing. Why 
do you think this is happening?
Many people are looking for some 
way of finding support in their faith 
and they find something in the Marist 
charism that they can connect with.

How do you think the Marist 
Association will grow and develop 
over the next five years?
Hopefully there will be more members 
and perhaps we can have a greater 
connectedness between members in 
different areas.

At Home //

What do you like to do in your free 
time?
Read, cook, garden, walk/run, spend 
time with friends

What skill/talent do you have that 
might surprise people?
We ran a 10,000 steps challenge 
amongst our local Catholic school 
staff’s. I walked 2,600 000 steps in 10 
weeks, averaging over 37,000 steps per 
day!

What word/phrase (from the people 
who know you well) best describes 
you?
I think based on the last answer I should 
say competitive and or obsessive/
compulsive! I asked some friends and 
colleagues and they said passionate, 
outstanding, tremendous (I think they 
were just being kind).


