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FORMATION AND LIFE   
IN THE MARIST ASSOCIATION OF ST MARCELLIN CHAMPAGNAT 

 

1. Steps in Joining 

1.1 Invitation 

1.1.1 Once initial membership of the Association is established, there is a standing 

invitation to all people of the Australian Marist Community to consider becoming a 

member or companion. 

1.1.2 Leaders of ministries, Centres, Province teams and formation programmes will take 

an active role in extending this invitation. 

1.2 Expression of Interest 

1.2.1 Marist Brothers who take up the invitation to become a member of the Marist 

Association will respond directly to the Provincial and his Council. 

1.2.2  Any person other than a Marist Brother who takes up the invitation to become a 

member or companion1 of the Marist Association will in the first place discuss this 

with the local leader of their ministry or community, or another Marist contact 

made available to them. An Expression of Interest form will be issued, to be sent to 

the Marist Association administration centre where their name will be recorded. 

1.2.3 People who are not connected to a particular ministry or community will indicate 

their intention directly to a member of the pastoral group appointed by the 

Governing Council, who record their name at the Marist Association administration 

centre. 

1.3 Discernment 

1.3.1 Those who submit an Expression of Interest to become a member or companion of 

the Marist Association will be invited to undertake a discernment process involving 

themselves and the Association leadership. The pastoral team appointed by the 

Council will be responsible for overseeing this process. It will typically be conducted 

locally. 

1.4 Application  

1.4.1 At a point during, or at the completion of the discernment process, a person makes 

an application to be received as a member or companion of the Marist Association. 

In some situations, a person may be invited to undertake further formation or 

discernment before making such on application. 

 1.4.2 In applying for membership, a person is choosing to:2 

                                                           
1
 A companion is a person who supports the mission and shares the ideals of the Association but is not a 

baptized Christian.   
2
 See Statutes 3.2 
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a. follow Jesus, with Mary as inspiration, in the style of Marcellin Champagnat, by 
joining the spiritual family within the Church known as Marists 

b. live out the Marist charism within the context of one’s life and work  
c. nurture one’s personal prayer life and faith journey 
d. foster community and marial spirit among family, friends and colleagues 
e. take part in formative programmes organised by the Association 
f. engage in the necessary dialogue and discernment that shapes and envisions the 

mission and life of the Association 
g. share one’s gifts to help lead and animate the life and mission of the Association 

locally, regionally and nationally. 
 

1.5 Duration of membership 

1.5.1 The hope is for ongoing membership, but there may be changes in circumstances.  

 

2. Formation 

2.1 Initial Formation Program 

2.1.1 A suitable comprehensive program of initial formation in Marist spirituality and the 

ministerial practice of St Marcellin Champagnat will be developed and delivered by 

the formation and pastoral teams that serve the Association.   

2.1.2 This program will typically be held regionally or locally at an agreed time. 

2.1.3 An intending member or companion must have attended the key national formation 

program3 or an equivalent experience approved by the Governing Council. 

2.2 Accompaniment 

2.2.1 Members and companions are encouraged to seek personal accompaniment or 

spiritual direction. 

2.3 Formation programs 

2.3.1 Members and companions are expected to commit to ongoing formation.   

2.3.2 All members and companions are to participate actively, to the extent that this is 

possible, in local gatherings of Marist Association members and companions as an 

essential component of their ongoing Marist formation. 

2.3.3 The Association will provide formation programs nationally and regionally. 

2.3.4 The Association will conduct leadership programs with the specific purpose of 

forming members to attract and form the next generation of members. 

                                                           
3
 At the time of the establishment of the Association, this program is known as Footsteps: Making Jesus Christ 

known and loved. 
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2.4 Specific formation for the Governing Council 

2.4.1 The Governing Council will take part in a specific formation program that ensures 

committed, informed, knowledgeable and skilled people to serve in the governance, 

leadership and animation of the MASMC. 

2.4.2 This program will be built around four dimensions: human, spiritual, intellectual and 

pastoral.  It will focus on responsibility for the Australian Marist Community, for an 

entity that conducts ministries in the name of the Catholic Church, and ongoing 

fidelity of Marist works to the charism of St Marcellin Champagnat. 

 

3. Prayer life 

‘Prayer is one means to go more deeply into our experiences. We do not replace work with 

prayer. Our prayer comes from life and it returns to life. In prayer, both personal and communal, 

we find the opportunity to be moulded by God, as Jesus is.’4   

3.1  Personal 

3.1.1 Members and companions of the Association give priority to the practice of the 

Presence of God through a personal prayer life. 

3.1.2 The formation and pastoral teams that serve the Association will provide resources 

to assist. 

3.2 Communal 

3.2.1 Wherever possible, members and companions of the Association commit to praying 

together with others in the Association. 

3.2.2 Most commonly this will take place in the context of local gatherings of Marist 

Association members and through existing patterns of community prayer life. 

4. Community Life 

‘Conscious of the presence among us of Mary, Mother of the Church, Marist communities are 

places of friendship, of shared life where the human qualities and spiritual gifts of each person 

can flourish.’5 

4.1 Members and companions commit to build strong mutual relationships with one another.  
“May it be said of Marists as was said of the first Christians, ‘See how they love one 
another.’”  

 
4.2 Members and companions prioritise the place of Marist community in their lives and 

contribute to the ‘family spirit’ created by Marists locally, Association members and others 
in the Australian Marist Community: 

                                                           
4
 Water From the Rock, Marist Spirituality flowing in the tradition of St Marcellin Champagnat, 76-77 

5
 cf. Constitutions of the Marist Brothers, n. 48, 51 
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- providing for ongoing formation, social connection and community belonging in a given 

geographical area;  
 
- gathering regularly each year, determining their own rhythm for meeting;  
 
- celebrating Eucharist together on suitable occasions. 

 

 

5. Ministry Life 

‘We believe in our mission to lead young people to life-giving values, to build a better world, to 

make Jesus Christ known and loved’ 6   

 

5.1 Members and companions give witness by their lives and work to their choice to follow 

Jesus, with Mary as inspiration, in the style of St Marcellin Champagnat.8  

 

5.2 Members and companions adopt a distinctively Marist style in ministry: presence, simplicity, 

family spirit, hard work, in the way of Mary.9  

 

5.3 Members and companions engage in ministry among young people, especially those who 

are most neglected.10 

 

 

 

                                                           
6
 In the Footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat, A Vision for Marist Education Today, p. 67 

8
 Statutes 2.1 

9
 In the Footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat, A Vision for Marist Education Today, Ch 5 

10
 In the Footsteps of Marcellin Champagnat, A Vision for Marist Education Today, Ch 3 


